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Various entities unite to help
to heip build bathrooms

By Joseph Pardington
."'-lnn_mtllrtn il tukes a villuge
10 build a bathroom.

Federal, state, regional ent-
ties have recently come to-
En:lhi:r m Pittsboro to build

athroom units for some of
the area’s pourest residents,

Taking the lead in this effon
15 the MNorth Carolina Rural
Cormmunities Assistance Pro-
Ject (NCRCAP), Inc.. a state-

wide non-profit agency hased
in Pittsboro. N[ﬁil‘;‘r{P ro-
vides  assistance w low-
ncome, Tural communities on
public  health and  environ-
mental quality issues pertain-
Ing o waler, wistewater, sulid
waste and affordable housing
needs,

Throwgh its Safe Hopusing
Initiative  (SHI}  program.
NCRCAF seeks w eliminate
the health and safety hazards
posed by substandard housing
in  Chatham and Rundulpﬁ
counties,

Ta accomplish this,
MORCAP receives funds from
the United States Department
uf Agriculture’s Rural Devel-
oprment Housing Preservation
Crrant program.

Chher pariners include (e
Juint E_ir;_tn}q-e Chatham Com-
murmty  Action (JOCCA)
Inc.'s Workforce Investment

Act, Cenlral Carolind L om
munity College's (CCCC)
Continuing ion  pro-
ram, Repional Consolidated
ervices (RCS) and the envi-
ronmental health depanments
of Chatham and Randolph
counties.

Peter Kintany, the exccutive
director of NCRCAP, said:
“The homeowners we work
with in the SHI program are
extrernely low income, and
the vast n‘u{’uﬁi}r are clderly
of disabled. Yet each day they
silll must face getting by
without some of the most ba-
sic necessities that most of us
take for granted, such as in-
door plumbing. For many of
the luckier residents in the
county, il often comes as a
shock to find ourt we still have
neighbors that live in condi-
tions of such severe poverty,

having to haul water for
dnnking or bathing and still
use outrHMses.”

Morris Casper was the in-
structor  for the bathroom
building course  provided

through the CCCC continuing
education program.  Casper

.clusely with the stn- -
dents throughout the process.
Casper recalled some of his
students: I had some kids
who got really excited,” he
said, 'il'm:y really didn't hive
any background in construc-
tion skills” These students
were often “left to their own
devices”™ at home., “To start
and finish ‘something was
pretty amazing to some of
them."

Of the 20 pamicipants, five

were there from berinning to
end of the construction ol the
bathrooms. Casper  recalled
that he bpd some help from
others, such as mentors ol the
participants,

Mike Woll, NCROCAP con
struction coordimator oversaw
all aspects of  constraction,

Phey are adways so thankiul”

Githson added: 50 many
people are being belped, Tt
nar just the homeownsss, 'y
thee students—working fowethe
tovachicve the same thine "

Casprer addided: " This was o

course at COCC, so they el
credit Tor doing this ™ He ol

Help is on the way
Many groups helped binld
Eiundalph counties
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North Carohing Rural Commrmamities A

sistance Project, a Pittshoro-based non-pralit, lead the woy

permitting and site prepara-
tion for t Ig_rngmm_ n adds-
tien to providing the bathroom
units and housmg upgrades,
the USDA funds provide for
the instailation of septic sys-
temns and wells for the house-
holds,

Kittany said the program
was a team effon. "It would
be very hard to do without the
Emn:n}hipx," he said of the

athroom  project.  “Home-
owners would not be able to
afford it. 1t's all a matter of us
coming together.”

Pat Gibson, rural develop-
ment manager of the USDA's
rural development program.
explained the funding process.
In addition to loans and grant
monies, housing preservation
grant money was available for
swome of the homes, she said.
It was a matter of pooling re-
sopurces, B oalso helped 1o h:w:
“lree labor from stindenes ™
Gibsou explained * the™ mis-
sion of her federal organiza-
ton. “Our mission g o wm-

prove the quality of | . for
residents of qural arov " she
smd. "Chatham C. ity s
definitely a rural ano  The

recipients—we just make such
a iﬂm their lives.

noded that cooperation  wis
.ﬂ“‘-‘d in this time of Jdownsiz-
ing. “So often :1i_;cnuiu~. don’i
work together. Tt's casier to
partner 1 Chatham than
ither countes,”™

Kittuny explained the need
For teamwork. “As with many
poverly programs, we have (o
Emnl our resources logether— |
unding. labor, programs—Io
get the basic needs met.”

Another  team  member i3
Doug  Dixon, weathepzation
director at JOCCA. Dixon
recalled working with
NCRCAP on several jobs,
hringing houses up to code for
such things as insulation. *"We
work good together,” Dixon
said, Dixon alse works o pro-
vide wvents above stoves,
smoke detectors and carbon
monoxide detectars in every
hirrmee.

Part of the problem, Gibson
said. is that some homes were
built without indoor plumb-
ing. “They just came and

lopped the houses down and
!l-ft.‘ she said. The residents
of thuse homes were invinu-
bly poor and unable to afford
o hiave 2 bathroom mstalled,
A certificate of occupancy did
N use Lo regquire water and
sewer, she said,

The two bathrooms on dis-
play at JOCCA were ol the
same sire—eight feet wide by
eight feel decp by seven feel
high. Each had a sink, com-
e, hathiuh and a window.

Faye Hall, employment and
traning  director ol JOCCA,

rovides oversight for the
ladurkl'urcu Development Act
programs, assisting individu-
als with employment, educa-
tionul  amd  training  needs
while also providing critical
job placement services. Stu-
dents enrolled in the program
to build modular bathroom
units  learn basic building
skills necessary for frammng,

lumbing and electrical work.
E[all seemed content letting
olhers talk about the project,
but she did add: “It's been a
learning process for the staff.
Mike has just been great.”
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